IgG subclass antibodies to herpes simplex virus.
Several mouse monoclonal antibodies specific for human IgG1, IgG2, IgG3, and IgG4 were evaluated by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay to detect human IgG subclass antibodies to herpes simplex virus (HSV) antigens. The variable results with different monoclonal antibodies point to the need for well-characterized reagents in the study of antibody responses to infectious agents. The 204 sera tested were obtained from 157 patients with various forms of clinically manifest HSV infections and from several controls. IgG1 antibodies were demonstrated in almost all HSV-infected subjects and were the first antibodies to appear in primary genital infections. IgG2, IgG3, and IgG4 antibodies were detected in acute-phase sera, most often in patients with recurrent genital herpes but in none of those with primary infections. IgG4 antibodies occurred significantly more frequently in sera from men than in those from women with recurrent genital infections.